RIALTO  SQUARE 
THEATRE 

The  “Jewel  of  Joliet”,  the 
55  year  old  historic  Rialto 
Square  Theatre  underwent 
a  $6  million  renovation  in 
1978  which  restored  it  to 
it’s  original  beauty.  Re¬ 
opened  in  1981,  the  Rialto 
brings  to  the  community 
the  best  among  the  world’s 
performing  artists. 

The  theatre’s  lobby  is  a 
city  block  long  and  has 
been  compared  to  both  the 
Pantheon  in  Rome  and  the 
Hall  of  Mirrors  at  the  Palace 
of  Versailles.  In  addition  to 
an  elaborate,  domed  audi¬ 
torium  ornately  decorated 


with  bas  relief  sculptures, 
the  theatre  features  an 
enormous  20-foot  long, 
eight  arm  crystal  chandelier 
in  the  rotunda,  where  it 
serves  as  a  stunning  center- 
piece.  This  ageless  archi¬ 
tectural  masterpiece  is  listed 
in  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places.  Tours  are 
available,  or  plan  your  visit 
to  include  a  first  run  play  or 
famous  entertainer(s). 


BICENTENNIAL  PARK 

Completed  for  the  nation’s 
Bicentennial  Year  as  a 
lasting  memorial,  the  Park 
and  Theatre  consists  of  a 
bandshell  for  outdoor  con¬ 
certs  and  a  beautiful  300- 
seat  formal  theatre.  Free 
weekly  lawn  concerts  are 


HISTORICAL 

DISTRICTS 

A  visit  to  Joliet  would  not 
be  complete  without  a 
walking  and/or  driving 
tour  of  the  City’s  classic 
home  areas. 

The  South  East  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Historic  District,  just 
south  and  east  of  Downtown, 
is  a  Registered  National 
Landmark  District.  The 
feature  home  is  the  opulant 


offered  during  the  summer. 
The  Park  is  also  the  home 
of  Waterway  Daze  and  the 
Heritage  Festival. 

The  photo  above  shows 
the  23  time  National  Cham¬ 
pionship  American  Legion 
Band  performing  during  a 
“Concert-1  n-The-Park”. 


Victorian  Manor,  a  three 
story,  forty  room  Italian 
Renaissance  mansion  (tours 
are  available).  Just  west  of 
the  river,  on  North  Broadway 
and  Hickory  streets,  are 
splendid  Second  Empire 
style  homes  and  authentic 
examples  of  original  Joliet 
Limestone  residences.  Up 
the  hill  from  Downtown 
Joliet,  west  along  Western 
Avenue,  are  historic  old 
turn-of-the-century  Victorian 
mansions  in  all  of  their 
ornate  splendor. 


IRISH  HERITAGE  DAY 

Sure  ’N  Begorra!  August 
brings  the  Piper's  leading 
the  parade  on  Van  Buren 
Plaza  You'll  enjoy  the  Irish 
bands,  singers  and  dancers, 
the  native  dress  and  handi¬ 
crafts.  Pubs  serve  traditional 
food  and  drink 


OTHER  JOLIET 
AREA  EVENTS 

Just  a  tew  of  the  many 
other  events  that  are  yours 
to  enjoy  Include 

JUBILATION 

"Broadway  on  Larkin".  A 
four  day  entertainment  event 
staged  In  late  February  or 
early  March  Plays,  entor 
talners  and,  oh,  so  much 
food  and 


OLD  CANAL  DAYS 

This  annual  June  Historic 
Festival  is  held  on  the  banks 
of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal  in  Lockport.  just  up¬ 
stream  from  Joliet 


CATFISH  DAYS 

Annual  five  day  August 
event  in  Wilmington,  Illinois 


WATERWAY  DAZE 

A  three  day  event  held  each 
July  at  Joliet's  Bicentennial 
Park  along  the  waterway 
wall.  The  highlight  is  a 
parade  of  gaily  decorated 
and  lighted  watercraft 
You’ll  also  enjoy  the  food 
and  entertainment 


FRANKFORT  FALL 
FESTIVAL 

Oktoberfest"  in  September 
at  Frankfort's  Downtown 
Historical  District 


COMPLETE 

INFORMATION 

For  the  many  year  around 
events  that  are  yours  to  en 
joy  in  the  Joliet  Area  contact 


The  Joliet  Region  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  Industry 
71  North  Ottawa  Street 
Joliet.  Illinois  60431 
815/727-5371 


129  00311  2182  „  ATiTP  ,  ,nnxr 
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GREEK  FESTIVAL 

Oopha!  Colorful  costumes, 
handicrafts,  ethnic  song 
and  dance,  food  and  fun  A 
must-see  event  each  July 
on  the  Mall. 


FESTIVALS 

Joliet  is  rich  in  it's  ethnic 
cultural  events.  Hosting 
gala  Italian,  Greek  and  Irish 
Festivals  each  summer  on 
Joliet's  beautitul  Down- 
town  Mall.  Plus  an  annual 
Heritage  Festival  in  Bi¬ 
centennial  Park 


HERITAGE  FESTIVAL 
BICENTENNIAL  PARK 

The  Heritage  Festival  is 
held  annually  the  third 
Saturday  in  May  at  the 
Will-Joliet  Bicentennial 
Park  Ethnic  and  tradi¬ 
tional  American  foods, 
entertainment,  handicrafts 
and  cultural  displays  cele¬ 
brate  the  richness  of  com¬ 
munity  heritage 


ITALIAN  FESTA 

Abbondanza!  This  gala  event 
is  held  the  second  week  ot 
June.  Enjoy  the  parade, 
native  handicrafts,  costumes 
and  the,  oh,  so  delicious, 
pasta  plus. 


SUMMERFEST 

Each  July,  thousands  of 
visitors  enjoy  this  three  day 
Downtown  Mall  event  which 
includes  a  parade,  carnival, 
arts  and  crafts  fair,  10  k  run, 
flea  market,  automobile 
show,  a  petting  zoo,  dance 
contests,  food  and  beer, 
continuous  music  and  much 
more  family  enjoyment 


DINING 

The  restaurants  of  Greater 
Joliet  can  satisfy  your  every 
culinary  pleasure,  from  a 
humble  hot  dog  to  "haute 
cuisine"  dining 


PARKS 

The  Joliet  Park  District  con¬ 
sists  of  more  than  1600 
acres  of  recreational  lands, 
including  30  parks,  four 
swimming  pools.  (Inwood 
Pool  is  the  home  of  the 
annual  Dr  Pepper  Inter¬ 
national  Swim  Meet),  three 
18-hole  golf  courses,  en¬ 
closed  ice  rink,  a  10,000 
seat  municipal  stadium, 
airport,  boating,  fishing, 
canoeing,  tennis,  bike 
trails,  nature  center,  famous 
Greenhouse  and  more. 


GREENHOUSE 

On  Gougar  Road  in  Highland 
Park  This  exceptional 
scenic  spot  attracts  thou¬ 
sands  of  visitors  annually. 
The  tropic  house  and  cactus 
room  highlight  the  Green¬ 
house  with  cactus  up  to  100 
years  of  age  Flower  shows 
with  seasonal  motifs  are 
held  during  the  Fall,  Winter 
and  Spring  months. 


WATERWAY 

The  DesPlaines  River  flows 
through  Joliet  and  is  main¬ 
tained  by  the  U  S  Army 
Corp  of  Engineers  as  part 
of  the  Illinois  Waterway 
System  The  river  provides  a 
link  between  the  Great 
Lakes  and  the  Mississippi 
River  for  barge  and  pleasure 
boat  traffic  It’s  fun  to  just 
sit  on  the  bank  and  watch 
the  river  traffic. 


I&M  CANAL 

The  100  mile  route  from  Navy 
Pier  in  Chicago,  through 
Joliet,  to  LaSalle/Peru. 
Illinois,  contains  eight  state 
parks,  many  forest  preserves 
and  local  parks  and  hun 
dreds  of  archeological  and 


historic  sites  Pending 
congressional  approval,  it 
will  be  known  as  the  Illinois 
&  Michigan  Canal  National 
Heritage  Corridor,  a  new 
type  of  "cultural  park 


CAMPGROUNDS 

Martin  Campground 
w  726-3173 

ENTERTAINMENT 

©  Bicentennial  Park 
©  Midget  Auto  Races 
O  Rialto  Square  Theatre 

HISTORIC  SITES 

(Registered  National 
Landmarks) 

Joliet  Township  High 
School  Central  Campus 

Q  Joliet  Park  District 
w  Airport 

O  Rialto  Square  Theatre 

O  South  East  Neighborhood 
w  Historic  District 

Union  Station 


o 

U  S  Post  Office 

© 

Victorian  Manor 

MOTELS 

ft)  Budgeteer 

W  729-2800 

0 

Fenton  Motel 

725-4110 

0 

Holiday  Inn 

729-2000 

0 

Howard  Johnson 
725-0111 

© 

Louis  Joliet 
Renaissance  Center 
727-6544 

0 

Manor  Motel 

467  5385 

© 

Quality  Inn 

725-2180 

©  Red  Roof  Inn 
w  741-2304 

OTown  House  Motel 
727-4888 

RESTAURANTS 

Al's  Steak  House 
w  725-2388 

©  Altiery's  265 
w  725-5522 

©  Aurelio  s 
W  729-2220 

©  Bob  Evans  Farm 
725-0160 

©  Brun  s  Restaurant 
485-2146 

Q  Colonial  Steak  House 
w  838-3141 

©  Mimas'  Bridge  Tender 
w  726-0695 


r)  Drake  s  Farm 
W  942-5580 

O  Earl’s  Cafe 
729-1971 

OGomer's  Pizza 
744-7735 

©  Good  Time  Charlie's 
w  729-1600 

©Knotholes 
725-5007 

Marty's  Fine  Foods 


Q 


722- 9588 

Merichka  s 

723- 9371 


O  Panda  Garden 
741-2128 

Plank  Road  Restaurant 
W  729-2000 


©  Red  Lobster 
W  729-9241 

OSippin  E  Z 
723-2063 

©  Skylark 
W  727-1821 

OStefanich's 
722-9751 

©  Sy'  s 
w  725-1977 

©The  Keg 
727-1155 

OThe  Landing 
725-2180 

/TV  The  Market  P  ace 
W  467-5355 

OW.C.  Flicks 

7?*v7771 


SHOPPING 

Downtown  Joliet 
©  Jefferson  Square  Mall 
©i  Louis  Joliet  Mall 

SIGHT  SEEING 

©  Brandon  Road  Lock  &  Dam 
©  Greenhouse 
©  I  &  M  Canal 

©Five  Historic 
Lift-Bridges 

^  Nature  Museum 
^  Waterway 

TRAUMA  CENTER 

Saint  Joseph  Hospital 


CEMETARIES 

There  are  eight  in  greater 
Joliet. 

CHURCHES 

Joliet  is  known  as  The 
City  of  Spires  There  are 
122  in  the  City 

RECREATION 

Boating 

Bowling 

Town  &  Country  Lanes 
Canoeing 
Fishing 
Golf 

Health  Clubs 
Charlie  Club 
LeClub  Cnron 


TOUR  4  GUIDE  SERVICE 

Rialto  Square  Theatre 

Historic  Joliet  Guided 
Tours 

Many  other  tours  available 

For  travel  information  call: 


Regional  Trantportallon 
J  Authority 

in  Chicago  1  312-836-7000 
in  Illinois  TOLL  FREE 

1-800-972-7000 


Intercity  Rail.  Passenger  Service 
General  Information  &  Reservations 
1-800-572-2419 


A  visit  to  Joliet,  “The  Crossroads 
of  America”,  will  be  a  rewarding 
experience.  Located  on  the  Illinois 
Waterway  connecting  the  Great 
Lakes  with  the  Mississippi  River, 
Joliet  is  named  for  Louis  Joliet, 
who  explored  the  area  with  Father 
Marquette  in  the  1600’s. 

Joliet  is  a  progressive  commu¬ 
nity  with  something  for  everyone. 
It  has  an  extensive  park  system, 
many  cultural  events,  beautiful 
historic  homes,  two  four-year 
institutions  of  higher  learning 
and  the  nation’s  oldest  public 
junior  college. 

^Phe  city  has  over  1300  retail  and  service  establishments, 
including  two  enclosed  stiopping  malls,  an  attractive 
downtown  semi-mall  and  several  fine  eating  places  and 
-triotels.  Called  “The  City  of  Spires”,  Joliet  boasts  122 
Houses  of  Worship,  many  with  architecture  of  note. 

Joliet  is  located  just  40  miles  southwest  of  Chicago. 
Interstate  highways  55  and  80  intersect  here  and  Inter¬ 
state  57  passes  within  15  miles  to  the  east.  Visit  us, 
you’ll  be  glad  you  did. 


OUR  THANKS  FOR 
THEIR  CO-OPERATION  TO: 

The  City  of  Joliet 
Will  County 
Joliet  Township 

FOR  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

The  Joliet  Region  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Industry 
71  North  Ottawa  Street 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 
815/727-5371 
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